[Early detection of developmental disorders: the need for a new perspective].
Early detection of abnormality in young children (aged 0-7) in the Netherlands is to be organized on two levels. First, regional cooperation between child-health professionals and institutions will be stimulated in order to form a nationwide network of 'multidisciplinary teams', with the task of coordinating early detection in a specific area. These teams are to advise parents and professionals in those cases where a child's development is suspected of being 'at risk'. The second part of the program is a campaign to promote the idea of early detection among the population. The aim is to develop the 'signalizing' and diagnostic abilities of parents, teachers and child-health professionals through education and training. The subject of early detection seemed and still seems to be a focus of different interests, and of conflicts of competence between different groups and schools of professionals and different institutions. In this article some of the main conflicting issues are discussed. One of the important problems concerning early detection is the question of defining normality and abnormality. It is concluded that in the case of early detection of both somatic and psychosomatic disorder there can be no such thing as an absolute scientific rationality, as is often suggested. Theoretical frameworks underlying methods of early detection are influenced by social, cultural and historical factors, and thus form a social construction. Finally a protocol-approach is being suggested, a method that might clear some of the problems concerning the content and organizational procedures of the Dutch system for early detection.